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The RED Epic has
arrived

Taylor Media Communication unveils RED
Epic cameras. Find out what big movies
were filmed with these excellent cameras in
the Arts & Entertainment section. Page 6

The new intramurals
experience
Intramurals is making some big
changes this year. Find out how
they impact you. Page 5

Trojans take the
Wheel again

Taylor football opens season with a dominating 58-7 win over Anderson. Trojans win
Wagon Wheel for sixth straight year. Page 8

Olympic Promise

Tokyo wins the bid for the 2020 Summer
Olympics on promises of safety and
stability despite concerns about nuclear
cleanup at Fukushima. Page 3
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Not Just a
Number

U.S. News & World report puts
Taylor in the top spot, while
the people behind the prestige
discover their own definition of
what it means to be number one
Kari Travis
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Co-Editor in Chief

For the seventh straight year, Taylor has
finished at the top of U.S. News &World
Report’s roster of best small colleges in
the Midwest.
The rank, which saw Taylor running
against 109 other universities in the region, was announced Tuesday. Colleges
included in the study span twelve states
and feature a liberal arts structure similar to Taylor’s, according to Bob Morse,
director of research at U.S. News and
World Report.
“While these rankings imperfectly reflect any institution, we believe they
nevertheless provide some external validation of the great educative work of our faculty and staff
as we equip students to minister
Christ’s redemptive love and
truth throughout the world,
no matter their vocational
calling,” said Taylor President Eugene Habecker.
But while the number
looks great on a piece
of paper or even a
magazine cover, the
question of what
a top-ranking

2011

2012

2013

2014

represents is better answered
by those people who reflect
the elements behind Taylor’s
seven years of high accolades.
“Ultimately, the greatest
measure of our success is
displayed through the faithful
service in multiple vocations
of our more than 20,000 committed, Christ-following alumni hard at work serving around the world,”
Habecker said.
Number continued on page 2

Illustration by Timothy P. Riethmiller

Post-college SAT
College students may be
asked to take a post-college
exam to give employers
a better idea of their
actual preparedness

the Association of American Colleges
and Universities (AACU). This test will
be used as a benchmark to allow employers to determine just that.
For private institutions like Taylor, the test may benefit students,
as it will give graduates the opporMichael Mathioudakis
tunity to prove their worth to employers who might not have heard of
Contributor
Taylor. At this point, Taylor has not
For most college students, the SAT considered implementing the test, acis a distant and unpleasant memory, cording to Kim Case, director of the
a necessary evil along the path to big- testing office.
ger and better things. However, the
“Although no one wants to take anSAT may not be so far removed for other test, if it would help prove to
most college students.
employers that I am just as educatNext year, over 200 schools across
Only one in four employers think
the country will require graduating
college seniors to take a standardtwo-and-four-year colleges are
ized test called the CLA+, unofficially
adequately preparing students
dubbed the “Post-College SAT.” This
for the global economy.
test, formatted and scored on the
same 1600-point scale as the SAT,
will be used as a tool for employers ed or better educated than people
to gage the critical thinking abilities from larger universities, then the test
of potential employees.
would be worth it,” said junior Jordan
According to a study from Duke Melendez.
On the other hand, the test may
University cited in The Wall Street
Journal, which evaluated 1.5 million be a major setback for international
students from over 200 U.S. college students, students with learning disand universities, the percentage of A’s abilities and students who considgiven by teachers nearly tripled be- er themselves poor test takers. For
tween 1940 and 2008.
instance, a student who works exAs a result, only 1 in 4 employers tremely hard to succeed in their mathink two- and four-year colleges jor curriculum and graduate with a
are adequately preparing students 3.9 GPA might do poorly on the exam
for the global economy, according to and miss out on a job opportunity

they otherwise deserve.
Sophomore international student
Fabrizio Brito-Accurso believes he is
receiving a quality education at Taylor and that he doesn’t need to prove
himself any further.
“You do enough testing over your
college career to give value to your
learning,” said Brito-Accurso. “If the
test is not even related to your major,
it isn’t a good judge of your knowledge and you could fail it.”
The test may benefit math or English majors (the primary sections of
the test), while hindering students
who spend their college career honing their skills in degree fields such
as music, art, communications or
education.
Although the test will not be a national requirement for graduation,
many schools are beginning to require students to take the test, and
students may eventually have no
choice but to take the test in order
to prove their worth to employers.
One negative implication of the test
could be a decreased student emphasis on course performance. A good
score on the CLA+ could make up for
a lacking GPA, which would give students a reason not to try as hard to
obtain good grades.
The standardization of the CLA+
test could, in the long run, detract
from the “you can accomplish anything when you work hard” mentality
for which America is notorious, according to AACU.

Constitution
Day comes
to Taylor
Getting back to the basics
of the Constitution
Katelyn S. Irons

Science & Tech Editor

While questions of foreign policy towards Syria are on the minds of officials in Washington, Taylor is getting
back to basics on Constitution Day by
entering into a discussion of the years
preceding the Constitution and the
foundations of our country.
To professor Stephen King, chair
of the political science department,
a conversation about foreign policy is
obsolete without first understanding
the foundation of our own country.
Constitution Day is a federally recognized event to commemorate the
formation of the United States Constitution on Sept. 17, 1787. Taylor students have the opportunity to observe
the day by attending a lecture presented by Judge Paul Mathias of the
Indiana Court of Appeals called “A
Context for the Constitution.”
“While the constitution might not
have visible impact on our daily lives,
the structure that it establishes for
our society makes possible the freedom and order we take for granted,”
said Suzanne Neefus, a senior
Constitution continued on page 2
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Following Taylor’s production of “Freud’s
Last Session,” we ask what it would
mean for us if Freud was right. Page 7
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““When the bookstore is at its highest

efficiency, we are more convenient.”

Book buying basics
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TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK
The legacy of Danny Lewin,
the first man to die on 9/11
http://www.cnn.com

New York Mayoral Race’s Comeback
Kid Is de Blasio, Not Weiner
http://abcnews.go.com

Catalans form human chain to press
for independence from Spain
http://www.reuters.com

about civics. In 2006 and 2007, the them forward,” King said.
These issues are not just importInstitute conducted a 60-question
political science and philosophy ma- multiple-choice exam of history, gov- ant to political science majors or projor. “I’m looking forward to the Confessors. Paige Williams, sophomore
stitution Day lecture because the
marketing major, is also interested
“I’m looking forward to the
in the event.
speaker has tremendous expertise
constitution day lecture because
and perspective.”
“The Constitution affects my life
the speaker has tremendous
Neefus hopes to learn more
greatly on a large scale; however, it is
expertise and perspective.”
about historical factors which afhard to see the effects on day-to-day
life,” said Williams. “I think that it is
fect how we understand the text of
the constitution.
ernment, world politics and econom- great for Taylor to bring people in and
King shares that desire to spread ics knowledge.
do events like this because it is someknowledge of the Constitution to TayOut of the 14,000 college freshmen thing that we need to be aware of.”
lor students, a demographic that is and seniors who took the exam, the
Judge Mathias has served in the
what he calls a “hotbed for social im- average freshman and senior failed. Indiana Court of Appeals since 2000
pact.” While the student body is conIt’s this indicator, along with many and has received multiple awards for
scious of international social issues, others, that make Constitution Day his service, including the Centennial
King sees opportunity for growth in vital to academic enrichment on col- Service Award from the Indiana State
the study of American politics and lege campuses, according to King.
Bar. The lecture will take place from
civic engagement.
“It’s important to bring elected 7 to 8:30 p.m. in Euler 109 on Tuesday,
According to the Intercollegiate officials, civil servants, policy Sept. 17, 7-8:30 p.m. in Euler 109 on
Studies Institute report “The Shap- advocates, people who represent Tuesday, Sept. 17.
ing of the American Mind,” college issues on the left, people who
is not teaching students enough represent issues on the right, bring

Jihadis gain ground in Syrian rebellion
as moderates grow desperate
http://worldnews.nbcnews.com

George Zimmerman won’t face
charges anytime soon
http://www.usatoday.com

Constitution continued from page 1

“It just doesn’t happen by chance to
get that (award). It takes stronger
leadership to pull, to set a vision
and to get all aspects of it working.”
“It just doesn’t happen by chance
to get that (award),” Dyer said. “It
takes stronger leadership to pull, to
set a vision and to get all aspects of
it working.”
Dyer views that vision as the force
behind Taylor’s success. Because the
number one placement means so
much to alumni who want to see the
legacy live on, Taylor’s goals continue
to be focused on students, Dyer said.
Trent May, a Taylor alumnus and
parent, finds the ranking to be a great
tool for pointing others to Taylor.

Alumni return to lead

Two MAHE students take
over as hall directors
Erika Norton

Number continued from page 1

Garry Dyer, president of Taylor’s
Alumni Council, views Taylor’s seven-year stretch at the top of the standings not only as a marketing boost,
but also a as strong representation of
all the university has done to achieve
its mission.

Photograph by Luke Lines

TU alumni Isaac Bryan and D’Andre Coats both enjoy being back on campus.

“It serves as a launchpad for discussion . . . and is helpful in talking to
other parents who are looking for a
solid school for their kids,” May said.
While the title of “number one in
the midwest,” may certainly hold
appeal, prospective students aren’t
drawn to Taylor solely because of
prestige, but also because of the university’s faculty, staff and student
body, according to Amy Barnett, director of admissions.
“That’s what the parents are more
interested in,” Barnett said. “They
see number one, and they go ‘what
does it mean? (It means) everything
from alumni giving to retention rates.
That’s a big one . . . And our number
is just so far beyond any of the other
schools in the category, in the retention area.”
For junior Stephanie Kaloustian
and senior Rachel Bartow, the ranking was not a factor in their coming
to Taylor, but is something they now
look on with a sense of pride.
“I didn’t actually know about (the
ranking) prior to Taylor, but knowing
that now helps when I am telling other people about where I go to school . .

. it’s something I’m proud to tell them,”
Kaloustian said. “I also think it says
something about our faculty especially, just their dedication to education
and serving their students.”
Bartow, while appreciative of the
title, finds other aspects of Taylor to
be more important to her, like her education, spiritual maturity and relational growth.
“ For me . . . the best thing here is
the friends I’ve made and the relationships that will last me forever.”
It truly is the relationships, not the
accolades, that matter, according to
Barnett. And if Taylor does not rank
number one next year, the university—administrators, faculty, students
and alumni—would still hold to the
same goals and values.
“We tell our story for what it is,” Barnett concluded. “We talk about discipleship. We talk about the intense
academics that are here. The intentional community that it is. But we
don’t sugarcoat it. So no, we’re not
perfect people. And this place has
its own messes at times. But there’s
a growth that happens while you’re
here. “

Book buying basics

News Co-Editor

A new year brings two new hall directors, and both are have a similar goal:
growth.
Isaac Bryan, the new director of
Bergwall Hall, is looking forward
to watching and helping shape the
students’ maturation during their
college years. Seeing that change encourages and motivates him to continue his job.
“I’m really excited about seeing that
growth in students, especially from
freshman to senior year, and to see
where God is leading them or growing them,” Bryan said. “To be a part of
that process feels really special.”
Br yan , a Taylor grad , ran
cross-country and track throughout his college career, allowing him
to identify with many of the student
athletes living in Bergwall.
“I understand that athletes are really engaged in their sport and it’s a
big time commitment, but I do hope
that they are invested in the place
that they live,” Bryan said. “Being a
part of that culture change and having a heavy hand in shaping what the
culture looks like in Bergwall is really
exciting to me.”

customer service, according to
“I’m looking forward to
Wittman. Many distributors are now
getting to know the students
offering free shipping with purchases.
on personal levels and just
Students have more
Often online book rental sites can However, shipping is not always
being available to them.”
allow misleading transactions. For dependable and timely.
options than ever for
Despite living in this technological
example, a common scam used by
where to buy textbooks
sites is making the rental period of a age, many college students still turn
The new hall director of Swallow
Chris Jordan
book shorter than a semester, making to getting their textbooks through Robin Hall, D’Andre Coats, is also hoplate fees unknown and inevitable, their universities.
ing to be a part of students’ growth
Contributor
according to Wittman.
“I can appreciate students getting in their relationship with God and
The price of college is expensive, and
“There are no gimmicks. (CBR) is their textbooks from different as individuals. Coats wants to create
many students are turning to cheaper straightforward and fair,” Wittman sources,” said Stephen Mortland, face-to-face relationships with the
textbooks to save some extra cash.
said. “It is a very easy site to use and manager of Taylor University’s students and help them on an indiCollege students are often looking we work hard for customer service.” bookstore. “Students are going to be vidual basis.
for the best deals. There are a few
looking for the cheapest books.”
“There are no gimmicks.
Generally, bookstores are known
Online shopping may seem more
factors that are looked for when
Collegebookrenter is
for having higher prices compared to convenient, but buying from brick
shopping, but when it comes to
straightforward and fair. It is
textbooks, the most persuasive thing
online sources, mentioned Mortland. and mortar bookstores is still a
is the number next to that dollar sign.
However, Taylor has an upper hand. quicker and easier transaction. There
a very easy site to use and we
Textbook sale and rental has
Tree of Life is a Christian bookstore is no waiting for shipping and there is
work hard for customer service.”
become a booming industry, leaving
organization that owns 21 college also the safety in knowing the exact
behind a trail of competitive
Wittman also mentioned that campus bookstores, including condition of the book you are buying.
“When the bookstore is at its
retailers, both in stores and online. renting books on CBR is “One term Taylor’s. This allows the store to be
Collegebookrenter.com (CBR) is a and one price,” guaranteeing that a able to buy in bulk quantities, which highest efficiency, we are more
c onveni ent,” sai d Mor tl and ,
growing textbook sales site run by rental lasts a whole semester, for the makes prices significantly lower.
CEO John Wittman. Students are often given price and without disguised fees.
Tree of Life also monitors comparing Tree of Life to online sites.
cautious about sites such as CBR,
CBR, along with other textbook online pricing on sites such as
Tree of Life also provides an
wanting to make sure that deals are sites such as Chegg and Amazon, Amazon, ensuring that their prices online service, keeping up with the
more than a gimmick or scam.
is going to great strides to enhance stay competitive.
competition of customer service.

“I’m looking forward to getting to
know the students on personal levels and just being available to them,”
Coats said.
Bryan and Coats have ideas for
their halls this year. In Bergwall, Bryan hopes to display students’ artwork
by hanging it up in the lobby.
Since the theme for student development this year is “presence,”
students are currently submitting artwork that has to do with that theme.
This can be a poem, a photograph or
some other art medium.
Bryan also hopes to eventually start
a community garden behind Bergwall
where students, faculty and staff can
gather. He envisions the garden asa
place where PAs and other hall directors can use to create a sense of ownership within their hall.
Coats loves how Swallow Robin
Hall feels like a family, but he would
like to change the way students in
Swallow engage their campus culture. He hopes to get students involved outside Swallow.
“I have this idea that I don’t want
to change what people think of Swallow Robin, but I do want to change
the way that the students in Swallow
Robin engage the campus community,” Coats said.
Both Bryan and Coats are students
in the Master of Arts in Higher Education (MAHE) program. Serving as
hall director fulfills their on-campus
assistantship, with Bryan serving fulltime and Coats serving part-time as
hall director and part-time as a graduate assistant.
Other new hall directors include
Lindsey Hubble as the hall director/
graduate assistant of Campbell Hall,
Tiana Clark, the assistant hall director in Olson and Seth Oldman, the
assistant hall director in Breuninger.
Debby Cheruiyot Bii now serves as
both hall director for Gerig and Breuninger Halls.
Students are able to purchase all
their books online and pick them up
ready to go at the campus bookstore,
so they can avoid searching for books
and long lines.
Low pricing and high convenience
are desirable when it comes to
textbooks. Both CBR and Tree of life
offer these things generally, but when
it comes to a specific book, it is good
to know the options.

In The Loop
Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

SAC GHOSTS IN THE
GRAVEYARD, 9 p.m.,
Student Union

MENS SOCCER
VS MADONNA
UNIVERSITY, 4 p.m.,
Trojan Stadium

SUNDAY NIGHT
COMMUNITY,
8 p.m. Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

CHAPEL: DR. TODD
WILSON, 10 a.m.,
Rediger Chapel

AIRBAND TRYOUTS,
6 p.m. - 2 a.m., Rediger
Chapel Auditorium

LSU HERITAGE WEEK- IFC CONCERT: ANGEL
SOCCER NIGHT,
OLSEN, 5 p.m., Student
8:30 p.m.
Union
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“Given the history of abuse by
governments, it’s right to ask questions
about surveillance by governments,
particularly as technology is reshaping
every aspects of our lives.”
Big Brother is calling you
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Big Brother Tokyo takes the Games
is calling
Tokyo beats Madrid and
Istanbul for the Summer
you
Games, but to the north,
concerns about nuclear

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) had reservations about
awarding the Games to Tokyo due

What the government
doesn’t want you to
know about surveillance
under the Patriot Act
Abigail Pollock

World/National Editor

Edward Snowden blew the whistle on the National Security Agency
(NSA) and leaked massive amounts
of classified information regarding
surveillance, privacy and the reality
of counterterrorism and government
control in the 21st century.
Before Snowden, I admit I had never heard of the NSA, which was quietly expanded as a under the Patriot
Acts of 2003 and 2006. NSA’s PRISM
branch requires companies like Internet giants Facebook and Google
to release client information. The
Cyber Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act (CISPA) ensures that the
government can get court orders to
intercept communication or access
private online information, although
documents also show that the NSA
has hacked into smartphones, email
addresses and other private communication devices illegally, according to
the Guardian.
Why should this concern us? Most
would argue that privacy is a basic constitutional right that ensures
our security as individuals and as a
society. Even if these laws have not
yet personally affected us, such invasive surveillance creates a dangerous precedent for the future. Federal
agencies like the NSA and CIA, for example, are known for “overreaching
their authority and abusing the law”
said former presidential counterterrorism adviser Richard Clarke, according to the NY Daily News.
Ironically, security is the strongest
justification for government surveillance programs. FBI Director Robert
Mueller has stated that the Patriot
Act would have been able to prevent
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, and the NSA
Director Keith Alexander made the
controversial claim that more than
50 instances of terrorism have been
prevented through their programs.
A strong case for the Patriot Act can
certainly be made, particularly in
the anniversary week of the Sept. 11
terrorism.
Many U.S. citizens have decided
that government surveillance is necessary because it arguably poses no
threat to the innocent, and guards
against terrorist activity both within and outside of the United States.
Our society is already desensitized to
the invasiveness of technology, and
as long as our comfort and convenience are not immediately compromised, we will continue to allow our
civil rights to be eroded for the sake
of national security.
However, as citizens, we must ask
what systems are in place to safeguard our civil rights and hold the
government accountable.
In response to the public outcry
against the NSA, President Barack
Obama made a statement last week
assuring the nation that NSA reforms
would be implemented to increase
transparency and allow for national
discourse to take place on issues of
privacy and surveillance, according
to NBC.
“Given the history of abuse by
governments, it’s right to ask questions about surveillance by governments, particularly as technology is
reshaping every aspects of our lives,”
Obama said.
It may not be enough to simply
ask questions. The NSA has implanted back door access points in many
of our technological devices, leaving them vulnerable, and any device
with a satellite connection can be
hacked. Under the NSA, even using
encryptions as personal protection
may be viewed as suspicious activity
and trigger government surveillance.
With this precedent, it is not a stretch
to imagine that stronger resistance to
the Patriot Act could force other citizens to join Snowden as proclaimed
traitors to the United States.

cleanup persist

Patrick Neer
Contributor

Tokyo became the first city in Asia
to win third-time hosting rights for
the Olympic Games on Sept. 8. The
city’s bid for the Games banked on
Tokyo’s safety, especially in comparison to the other finalists, Madrid
and Istanbul.
Naoki Inose, governor of Tokyo,
bragged of his city’s efficiency and
safety, according to the BBC.
“You can drop your wallet on the
street and it will be returned to you
with the money still in it. What other
city in the world can boast that sort
of hospitality?” Inose asked. “Do you
want . . . athletes to be waiting for the
train to come on time? Do you want
all that anxiety? It’s good—they won’t
have these worries in Tokyo.”
The Tokyo committee’s final presentation presented Madrid as embroiled in Europe’s current economic
crises and Istanbul as too close to the
civil war currently raging in neighboring Syria, according to Al-Jazeera.

“Some may have concerns about
Fukushima. Let me assure you
the situation is under control.
It has never done and will never
do any damage to Tokyo.”

to continuing concerns surrounding Fukushima Daiichi, the nuclear power plant crippled by Japan’s
2011 earthquake and resultant tsunami, Al-Jazeera reported. The disaster destroyed many of the plant’s
safety countermeasures and caused
three of the reactors to melt down.
In an effort to cool the reactors, Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO)
flushed water through the reactor’s
cores, storing the resulting radioactive wastewater in temporary storage tanks.
Japan’s Nuclear Regulatory Authority admitted in August the tanks
had leaked approximately 300 metric
tons of the wastewater into the Pacific Ocean through groundwater runoff
before the problem was noticed, according to the Associated Press.
In addition, measurements taken
Sept. 3, 2013, indicated that radiation
levels around the tanks had spiked,

Tokyo will host the 2020 Olympic games.

increasing from 1,800 millisieverts
(mSv) to 2,200 mSv, according to another Al-Jazeera report. These recorded readings, the highest from
Fukushima to date, indicate enough
radiation seeping from the tanks
to kill an unprotected person within hours. TEPCO plans to install a
$320-million system that will freeze
a wall of earth around the reactors,
preventing any more groundwater
from escaping into the ocean.
However, even this plan is only a
reactionary fix. TEPCO reports that
nearly 85 percent of its storage tanks
are currently in use. With 400 tons of
waste water being produced by the
cooling down of the molten reactor
core, a lasting solution to the contaminated water needs to be found, according to Japan Daily Press.
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe attempted to allay the IOC’s

concerns regarding the safety of the
Tokyo in an official statement, according to the Guardian.
“Some may have concerns about
Fukushima. Let me assure you the situation is under control. It has never
done and will never do any damage
to Tokyo,” Abe said.
Abe reiterated Japan’s resolve to ensuring the safety of both the Olympic
Games and the continuing cleanup process.
“We are implementing drastic measures with firm resolve. In seven years’
time, it will not be a problem at all,”
Abe added.
Tokyo has been chosen to host the
Summer Games twice before, but forfeited its hosting rights in 1940 due to
the Japanese invasion of China. Tokyo
wooed the IOC once more in 1964, becoming the first Asian city to host the
Olympic Games.

A R O U N D

THE WORLD

The 2018 Winter Games are set to take place in Pyeongchang,
South Korea. Other bidders included Munich, Germany and
Annecy, France. Construction is already underway for a series
of hotels and a ski resort to host the events.

Sochi, a city in southeast Russia, beat Salzburg, Austria and
Pyeongchang, South Korea to host the 2014 Winter Olympics.
This will be the first time that Russia has hosted the Olympics
since the 1980 Moscow Summer Olympics.

2020 brings the Olympics to Tokyo, the largest metropolitan
area in the world, where billions are being spent to renovate
the 1964 Olympic equipment. Wrestling faces being dropped
from the Olympic schedule despite international support.

In 2016, the Summer Games go to sunny Rio de Janeiro,
shutting out Olympic hopefuls Madrid, Tokyo and Chicago.
Baseball, roller sports, and squash were dropped from the
itinerary, while rugby and golf were added.

Globalization meets Upland

Taylor prepares to
launch comprehensive
internationalization initiative
Abigail Pollock
World/National Editor

Taylor is famous for its lingo. And
for the next few years, our university
may have a new buzzword: comprehensive internationalization.
It will need its own acronym.
In spite of the lengthy name, the
concept behind this new drive is
simple. Within the field of education,
organizations such as NAFSA: Association of International Educators and
the American Council of Education
(ACE) are urging educational institutions to increase the intercultural competency of their students and
faculty, according to Charlie Brainer,
associate dean of International Programs/Asian Initiatives chair.
Twenty years ago, global engagement meant gaining knowledge
about the outside world, Brainer
explained. Globalization has since
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compressed the world, making intercultural competency essential for
today’s graduates.
“Whatever field you are in, the
chances of you working multiculturally are very high . . . and so it is essential for students and faculty to grow
in our ability to interact personally
across cultures,” Brainer said.
He likened globalization to the
spread of modern technology. Not
everyone will be equally comfortable interacting with technology,
but the reality is that internationalization—like technology—is not going away. It requires that we learn
how to engage the world on its current terms. Intercultural competency is important because it addresses
how students learn to interact with,
understand and communicate effectively across cultures, whether it’s on
campus or abroad.
“In the 21st century, those who can
move between cultures easily and
appropriately have the opportunity
for the most impact,” Brainer said.
“To be a Christ-centered university,

we have a responsibility to our students—if we didn’t help them grow
in these ways, we would be doing our
students a disservice.”
The internationalization initiative
is still in its formative stages at Taylor.
Eventually, it will involve the entire
campus community, led and directed by faculty who have a vision for
the new trajectory of global engagement. Rather than replace existing
Taylor programs and resources, this
initiative aims to bring new focus, integration and connection to the current framework.
Study abroad programs, Lighthouse
and faculty-led trips are widely recognized aspects of Taylor’s mission for
global engagement, but good stewardship requires accountability in determining the effectiveness of each
program. To this end, psychology
professor Steve Snyder has developed
pre-trip and post-trip evaluations for
students who travel abroad. In the future, these evaluations may be used
on a wider scale to evaluate the progression of cultural competency between students’ freshman and senior
years.
Taylor is in a unique position to
promote cultural competency. And
according to Jeff Miller, assistant director of off-campus programs, Taylor is exceptional in its efforts to
send students abroad. For example,
Lighthouse programs belong to an
organization called the Standards
of Excellence in Short Term Mission accreditation body. Additionally, Taylor applies 100 percent of a

student’s financial aid to his or her
study abroad semester, despite national economic conditions that have
left many universities struggling to
maintain off-campus programs.
“Taylor has a rich heritage and history of global involvement . . . and I
love the interest and passion the students have for the world, the fact
that most students will have the experience of going abroad during their
time here,” Brainer said. He added
that Taylor is working on increasing
its number of international students
on campus.
Comprehensive internationalism will require a much greater focus on Taylor’s campus itself, rather
than limiting cultural education to
overseas experiences. The initiative wants to see the diversification
of the student and faculty body, an
expanded foreign language department and curriculum changes that
extend beyond area studies to infuse
all branches of education with cultural education.
“Not all students have the opportunity to go abroad, and even if you
do, does your experience in Ecuador
help you in relating on your dorm
floor?” Brainer said. “The rubber really meets the road when we see students, whether on campus or abroad,
growing becoming more interculturally sensitive and able to interact
effectively. As we pursue these initiatives . . . I believe we will be able to say:
Do you want to be globally prepared?
Taylor can give you that.”
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“It’s an awesome thing to do. It’s a really
awesome way to take advantage of the fact
that we can dance now.”
Kick it with TU POMS

4
Ask Angelina—your weekly
go-to for creative advice
on ever ything inside
your TU student mind.

Dear Angelina,
I am new here at Taylor and I live
on a very loud wing. There are always people in my room so I rarely
get space to do my devotions. Where
on campus can I go?
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Top row, left to right: Kaitlin Kinnius, Sydney Lewis, Rachel Kramer. Bottom row, left to right: Ellen Aldridge, Selena Cucuta, Maky Meyers, Abby Adams, Audrey Estelle.

Kick it with TU POMS
Hannah Haney
L&T Co-Editor

In a rush of gold, purple, black and
glitter, the Taylor POMS team ran onto
the football field Saturday night for
the first time, causing a massive roar
from the crowd. After months of practicing and bonding, the team of seven
turned, high-kicked and shook their
pom poms to a two minute mash up
of “Slim Shady” by Eminem, “Blow” by
Ke$ha, “Feel So Close” by Calvin Harris and others. The student body eagerly responded to the POMS team’s
first performance, cheering and singing along to their favorite songs.
The performers were blown away
by the audience’s response.
“We first started dancing and then
(to) hear the crowd cheering . . . people started clapping and singing
along and that was so encouraging,”
said sophomore Abby Adams, the
team’s coach. “And then afterwards
I was surrounded by all these people
hugging me and saying ‘Good job!
Good job!’ And that was really encouraging, because I was not expecting that at all.”
Adams is excited to see where the
team will go in the future.
At the moment, the POMS team is
sticking with home games, due to
the commitment required to travel
around with the team.

application, performing a brief dance
that will be taught at the audition and
a one-on-one interview with Adams.
“I’m not warming you guys up before, so I’d suggest for girls to
come like 15 minutes early just
to warm up, stretch, do whatever you need to do, and then
we’re gonna jump right into
choreography. If anything it
should be a fun atmosphere,
cause that’s what practices
are like, they’re very fun,” Adams said.
The current team started
practicing right after auditions
last spring. They took the summer off but came to school a
week early, where they practiced for hours every day,
working in The Well, learning
choreography and stretching.
“It was kind of overwhelming at first, seeing the chorePhotograph by Shannon Smagala
ography and stuff, but (Abby)
Taylor’s first ever dance team rocking out at their first performance.
is a very good teacher, so don’t
Unlike a cheerleading squad, a see a new routine or a more exciting get overwhelmed at first and come
POMS team will perform dance rou- routine. So I’d expect a new routine in with a really positive attitude,” entines only at halftimes; they won’t in the next couple of weeks, for sure,” couraged sophomore team member
cheer throughout the game.They also Adams said.
Sydney Lewis.
perform only at basketball and footSophomore Selena Cucuta also
The bar has been set for an incredball games, though Adams is optimis- ible team. And that team is looking strongly encourages people to autic that more opportunities may arise to expand.
dition. “It’s an awesome thing to do.
as the team grows. And crowds can
“I think the ideal number for the It’s a really awesome way to take
expect new routines as the semester team, I would love . . . to have 15 girls,” advantage of the fact that we can
Adams said. “However, I’m only gon- dance now.”
goes on.
“The most I want to repeat the na take as much talent as I see.”
So break out your dancing shoes
same routine is twice. I want to keep
Auditions are tomorrow from and start stretching. POMS wants you!
it fresh. I want to give people a rea- 1-4 p.m. in the KSAC aerobic room.
son to come to games and that’s to The audition process consists of an

Pick-a-date 101
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

We’ve all been there – trying to figure
out whom to ask on a pick-a-date. For
much of the single Taylor community,
this can be a daunting task. However,
it doesn’t have to be. With these tips
and tricks, you are sure to be set when
your next pick-a-date comes around.
Things to remember:
When going on a pick-a-date, always remember that picking a date
does not mean picking a mate . . . or
a fate. Although Taylor professors
often tell stories of their pick-a-date
successes, you do not have to marry your pick-a-date. It is also important to remember that the person you
ask does not have to be someone you

You do not have to marry
your pick-a-date.
would consider dating. It is perfectly
acceptable to simply be friends.
Although it is likely the person you
ask will be able to attend, there is a
chance he or she could be busy. In order to be better safe than sorry, have
a back-up plan. Last, remember that

date will know someone else
on the pick a date and will feel
much more comfortable)

be personalized and write
“PAD?” on them (shows unnecessary effort)

How to ask:
if you ask someone you don’t really
Some of these ideas are a bit more
know, don’t be scared, but be pre- intense than others. A few may indipared to initiate some conversations. cate that you find your pick-a-date
fun to hang out with, others may indiWho to ask:
cate that you think it’s love. DependThere are a few categories based ing on how big a deal you want this
on how ambitious you want to be. to be and how much you want it to
The type and length of pick-a-date resemble asking someone to senior
may determine whom you should prom, you may:
ask. For example, if you want to ask
◉◉ Approach them to ask (yes, in
a stranger or acquaintance, it’s best
the flesh)
to not ask them on a lengthy pick-a◉◉ Write “Pick a Date?” or the indate. Likewise, save your close friends
famous abbreviation “PAD” on
for those long pick-a-dates in order to
a plate with your choice of conkeep the level of awkward silence at
diments in the DC
a minimum. People you should ask:
◉◉ Casually ask them after class
◉◉ Someone who can hold a
◉◉ Send th em a t ext m esconversation
sage (works wonders at the
◉◉ Someone in the “friend zone”
last minute)
◉◉ An acquaintance from class
◉◉ Sing a song to them (a little
◉◉ A visual crush (a little risky
more intense)
◉◉ Get a friend to set you up
as you probably don’t know
their personality)
◉◉ If you’re a guy, hit a girl with a Fris◉◉ A random person in the
bee (maybe even intentionally)
◉◉ Sugar packet them (write “PAD?”
DC (maybe someone at the
soda fountain?)
on a packet and tell them they
◉◉ A friend of a friend
dropped their nametag)
◉◉ Your significant other (a go-to
◉◉ Get a pizza from Toppit or The
for many Taylor students)
Grille (say, “I know this is cheesy,
◉◉ Get together with a friend and
but will you go on a pick-a-date
ask a pair of friends on the pick
with me?”)
a date (this ensures that your
◉◉ Order M&M’s online that can

Pick-a-date etiquette:
◉◉ Show up on time
◉◉ Know the details, including
what you need to wear
◉◉ Ask your date about him or her
◉◉ Make eye contact
◉◉ Do NOT propose
◉◉ Have fun
◉◉ Don’t smell bad (unless it’s an
athletic pick-a-date such as
dodge ball; but still, don’t show
up smelling like a pig)
◉◉ Don’t ask the same person on
every pick-a-date
◉◉ Don’t tell them you love them
◉◉ Don’t ask them how many kids
they want to have
◉◉ Don’t have a DTR or argument
with your significant other while on a pick-a-date (this
will make others around you
very uncomfortable)
Remember that while pick-a-dates
seem like a big deal now, they don’t
have to be and will most likely not determine the rest of your life. If none
of your pick-a-dates at Taylor are successful, you will survive. However, using these tips, you can be sure to at
least have an enjoyable experience,
even if you do graduate without a
significant other.

Welcome to Taylor! Yes, wings
can get very loud and individual
people can be even more obnoxious. So let’s find the perfect place
for you.
If you don’t have morning class,
consider waking up earlier than
usual and heading to the DC for a
breakfast devotional time. Breakfast is the most unattended meal
of the day, so there are always free
tables all along the back of the DC.
It might not be the quietest place,
but the noise is significantly less
than wing noise. Since you’re there
for breakfast, grab some bacon
while you’re at it.
Maybe morning isn’t your best
friend. If you are a nighttime devotional kind of person, try Euler. With Euler’s size comes tons
of nooks, perfect for a little alone
time. Go exploring; the little couch
corners are on every floor, and Euler will be dramatically quieter
than your wing and the DC.
DC breakfast noise and Euler’s size can still be intimidating
places for personal time with Jesus. Keep in mind that the Prayer
Chapel is always open and is set
aside specifically for prayer and
devotional time. It’s in the middle of campus and its little rooms
are perfect for getting away from
noise, people and distractions.
If nothing else, try doing a
morning devotional by the lake or
behind Randall before winter hits.
Take advantage of the Union on
weekends when all the loud weekday students are gone. Search and
find the perfect space for you. I
promise it’s out there.
Dear Angelina,
I love soda, but I never know
which soda line to go through, the
left or the right? Help!
It’s a problem, I know. And
it’s unfair that we are forced to
choose each day which line to
walk through. Let me help you
out.
The right one ( facing the DC
from the top) is usually more popular. It’s where the coffee is made.
It has extra juice machines AND a
bread station in the back. But just
because you can grab peanut butter and a drink in one trip doesn’t
make this line a winner.
The right soda line is by the
buffet that changes its food every meal. Naturally, more students choose this line, especially
on chicken tender days, which
makes the soda line drag on forever. Do you really want to stand in
line for five minutes just for some
carbonation?
Didn’t think so.
The left line is often less crowded. You can nab your drink and
be done in seconds. It even offers
desserts in the back now. What’s
better than a sugary drink with a
sugary treat? It’s perfect.
But before we get too excited
here, let’s keep in mind that left
line is a far trek from the ever
changing food line on the right.
And when the celery or bananas
on your plate beg for peanut butter, you’ll have to visit the right
line anyway.
Maybe you should just hound
the suggestion box and ask for a
third soda line right in the middle
of the DC. That’d be sure to solve
our first-world problem.
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The new intramurals experience
Angelina Burkholder
L&T Co-Editor

Intramurals is under new supervision
this year, and the switch is bound to
shake up some change.
In the past, intramurals functioned
as an extension of the athletic department and were normally operated by
a graduate assistant. This year, Taylor Athletics passed on the responsibility of intramurals to the Taylor
Student Organization (TSO). With
students running the very activity in
which they participate, changes are
already set in place to make intramurals more efficient.
Senior Heath Moser, a member of
TSO and the new intramural director,
holds a position with a lot of responsibility and a little creative freedom.
As a senior in charge of student organization, Moser has the unique
opportunity to put into play all the
suggestions he hears from his peers
while on the field.
“I love all the sports,” Moser said. “I
love playing them and it’s the best way
to make my ideas and inputs happen.”
Moser isn’t heading intramurals
alone. Two coordinators, senior Tony
Bellini and junior Tori Calderhead,
will work with Moser to install new
rules to the intramural network while
helping Moser brainstorm about new
ideas. All three are bringing their
A-game to the process.

“Because it’s student-run, we actually hear what other students want,”
Moser said. “It’s a lot easier for us
to hear about what people are complaining about, what they like and
don’t like.”
Previously, teams were required to
pay a $100 registration fee for their
entire group. According to Moser, this
system not only kept people from
playing because of the high cost, but
often left team captains scrambling
to pull funds together at the last minute. In the past, some captains even
paid out of their own pockets just to
keep their team on the roster.

“This is our last chance to
pretend we’re still an athlete.”
Beyond the high cost of intramural participation, teams were also allowed only to register up to 15 players.
“That hinders floor play,” Moser said.
“If there are 20 girls who want to play
but only 15 can play, then you have
to decide if you make two teams, or
if some just don’t play.”
With the memory of those complications hanging around from last year,
changing the financial system was
one of the first items on TSO’s goal list
for intramurals. This year payment
will take place online at imleagues.
com, and the price is only $5 per player. Now each player is responsible for
paying his or her own dues, and there

of their aspirations.
“I just want to run it (intramurals)
the best way possible to give students
the best experience possible,” Moser
is no limit of players per team.
said.
All intramural teams will use imAnd that good experience is alleague.com for registration through- ready beginning. Football kicked off
out the year, but this website will offer the season this past week with their
more than a fancy payment shortcut. first game on Monday. Soccer follows
Schedules, rosters and game results football in late fall, dodgeball will be
will also be uploaded so all players played during J-term and spring sehave easy access to that information mester will include volleyball, softball, basketball, tennis and ultimate
anytime.
Moser and his coordinators also frisbee.
Not everyone gets to play collegiate
have some long-term goals for intramurals. To encourage a more
informed process,
they hope to nominate a hall representative in each
dorm to spread information on intramurals and adjust
season schedules.
Schedule changes will be made
to include Friday
night games, creating shorter seasons and avoiding
overlap with other
sports. In the long
run, Moser is hoping for permission
to use competition
fields for championship games instead of just the
practice fields.
Those are just a few

DC RECIPE WEEK

OF THE

sports, but intramurals gives students
who enjoy sports one last punch at
the competitive world before graduation hits and the sports field gets traded for the workplace.
“This is our last chance to pretend
we’re still an athlete, still have fun,
and enjoy the sports we like,” Moser said.
Although football sign-ups are already closed, soccer is right around
the corner. It’s never too late to
join intramurals.
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Tony Bellini, Tori Calderhead and Heath Moser are TSO students in charge of intramurals.

Bellini, Calderhead and Moser are bringing their own ideas to the table to improve intramurals.

by YOU

Check out this new sandwich twist.
Grab two slices of your favorite bread and spread parmesan
Email your inventions to
peppercorn sauce from the hamburger line on each slice. Top with
provolone cheese. Grab a grilled chicken breast from the Italian lifeandtimes.echo@gmail.com
line; tear it up and scatter the pieces on the bread. Heat it up in the
panini press until the cheese melts. Stuff it with spinach and enjoy!

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Chris Chang @CChang65
Every time I pass by Dr. Kessler
at the grille I instantly feel wittier,
wiser, and overall more awesome.
#tayloru

Echograms #TaylorU

Beth Hicks @BethHicks_
#TaylorU is number 1 for the 7th
year? Meh. Donut Chapel? WOO!
#typicalTUstudent
Sarahruth Brown @thedairylife
You know you go to #TaylorU
if your preferred form of mass
communication is sidewalk chalk.
Andrew Parrish @standrewparrish
DONUT CHAPEL. #tayloru
#hallelujah
K Swiz @xapismarie
Dr. Habecker only wears size
8 wide shoes. #nowyouknow
#TaylorU #StraightFromMaryLou
David Neel @DangerNeel
It’s way too cold here in Sammy, I
might have to sleep in Wengatz
tonight. #sweaterweather #TaylorU
#highof96

abbycampbell27: “From the first football game! Polar pop and
football, what a beautiful combination. #tayloru #football”

5
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celestehillary: “So blessed to go to this school. #vscocam #rest #spiritualrenewal #tayloru”

Sara Padgett @sara_p5
The fact that we just had floor
worship in the laundry room >>>
#3Breu #tayloru
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“The word RED camera comes out of her
mouth, but I still just thought, ‘No . . . I don’t
want to get my hopes up about this’…but
when I saw it, it was almost like meeting
a celebrity.”
An Epic shade of RED
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Finding faith in the filmmaking industry
Christian films and TV
shows by Christians
aren’t very good. Can
a non-Christian media
deliver better material?
David Seaman
A&E Co-Editor

“God’s Not Dead” is a popular song by
Christian band the Newsboys. It’s also
the name of a book by Rice Broocks,
which examines evidence for God in
the world today. The author cites nine
basic and reasonable proofs for God’s
existence while challenging the arguments of the new atheists. It seems
interesting and thought-provoking
The upcoming film “God’s Not
Dead” follows an entirely different
story and does not look interesting
and thought-provoking. Produced by
low-budget Christian film production
company Pure Flix Entertainment,
the movie is set to be released spring
2014. While God Himself is indeed not
dead but alive, the trailer for the film
seems pretty lifeless.
The plot pits a Christian college
student named Josh Wheaton against
his bitter atheist philosophy professor named Mr. Radisson. Through

simplistic arguments and condescension (“this may be the only meaningful exposure to God and Jesus they’ll
ever have” intones a reverend to
Wheaton), the trailer seems to paint
a picture of a one-dimensional, unrealistic atheist and the bland Christian
boy who will convince him wholly that God is real. There’s unintentionally hilarious dialogue as well: “In
that classroom, there is a God. And
I’m him.” The film is a stereotypical
Christian films nowadays: unbearably
preachy and uncomfortably cheesy.
Films like these generally have better moral messages than the average
Hollywood blockbuster. But these
films are rarely as well-written or
well-acted as most of Hollywood’s.
They also have a very specific audience. No atheist, based on what I have
seen in the trailer, will come walking
out of “God’s Not Dead” a believer. In
fact, it may alienate an atheist even
more. As one YouTube commenter for
the trailer put it: “As an atheist, this
trailer could not be more misrepresentative of what I think.”
Christians don’t seem to make
good films, but can Hollywood make
good Christian movies? Or at least
films with Christian themes? They
have succeeded in the past. Films

like “The Ten Commandments” and
“Ben-Hur” are classics beloved by
believer and nonbeliever alike. The
miniseries “Jesus of Nazareth,” made
in the late 1970s, featured an all-star
cast and was seen by 90 million viewers around the world. It is considered
to be one of the best and most definitive dramatizations of Jesus’ life ever
told. Many of the actors were not of
religious faith, and the director, Franco Zeffirelli, is a gay Catholic.
Secular producers allowed “The Bible” to come to the History Channel.
Whether the series was well-done is
debatable, but it certainly brought an
audience: along with a high live audience and strong DVD sales, “The
Bible” has been seen by 100 million
viewers. NBC is planning a sequel series titled “A.D.: After the Bible,” to follow the lives of Paul and other early
church founders.
Controversy has surrounded some
Christian films from Hollywood. The
controversial “Left Behind” book series and following film series is being
rebooted for 2014, with Nicolas Cage
starring. “The Passion of the Christ”
caused an uproar for its violence and
perceived anti-Semitism, but it stirred
discussion and could not have come
to the screen without the dedication

of fellow controversial Christian
Mel Gibson.
“Hollywood has been more willing
to develop film projects to tap into
(the Christian) market,” said movie producer DeVon Franklin, who
has worked on uplifting films such
as “The Pursuit of Happyness” and
“Sparkle.” “There’s been more openness to it in terms of understanding
the need to serve an underserved audience out there, specifically the faithbased audience.”
There is definitely a large faithbased audience: The Pew Forum on
Religion and Public Life listed 2.18
billion Christians around the globe
in 2010, a number that has grown in
the last few years. Unfortunately, poor
and biased films like “God’s Not Dead”
are targeted to Christians.
Hollywood and the movie industry
can make movies that are well-done
and far-reaching, even films that are
not specifically Christian. “To love another person is to see the face of God”
was a central theme of last year’s musical smash “Les Miserables.” Jean Valjean and Inspector Javert portrayed
views on God’s compassion and judgment. M. Night Shyamalan’s “Signs”
developed an intelligent plot aspect
about how a former priest lost his

faith and regained it. The 1986 film
“The Mission” by Roland Joffé examines a slaver’s conversion to faith, and
Joffé’s more recent “There Be Dragons” is a touching story on forgiveness
during the Spanish Civil War.
Director Terrence Malick, who is
Episcopalian, directed the spiritual
film “The Tree of Life.”
According to “Christianity Today”
film critic Brett McCracken, “Though
Christ is rarely, if ever, mentioned by
name, Malick’s films are deeply influenced by Judeo-Christian conceptions
of God and the biblical narrative.”
The film ponders questions on why
God would create us and freely quotes
from the book of Job. It’s a strange and
transcendent experience, typical of
Malick’s films. As film critic Roger
Ebert said of it,“It’s a form of a prayer.”
None of these films are explicitly Christian. They have secular
casts and secular actors. Yet they
present themes that are honest,
true and, most importantly, not too
preachy. They satisfy a Christian audience while not totally offending a
non-Christian one and can lead to
spirited debate. A nonreligious demographic is making better Christian movies. It’s up to us to respond
to the challenge.

An Epic shade of RED
New film equipment prepares
media communication
department for success
Erin Fuhr

A&E Co-Editor

“Technology comes and goes, but it’s
story that really matters. We of course
agree with that. But still there is some
technology that affects how you tell
a story.”
Kathy Bruner spoke these words to
a hushed and excited audience of media communication majors and other
interested students in the TV studio, standing next to a blanket-covered object.
“Some of you may have seen the
film ‘The Hobbit’ and experienced
its groundbreaking approach to filmmaking. Today, when we lift this veil,
our students enter that new era.”
Media communication professors
John Bruner and Kathy Bruner and

Media Engineer Josh Taylor gathered students together on the afternoon of Tuesday, Sept. 10 to reveal the
new technology the department had
recently purchased. Many students
knew that the department was planning on purchasing new technology,
but what specific equipment was still
a secret.
“In the back of my mind, I think,
that’d be cool if it was a RED camera or
something,” said junior Keith Cantrell,
a film major who was present for the
reveal. “But then I was like . . . that’s
just for the top dogs in Hollywood like
Peter Jackson. . . . The word RED camera comes out of her mouth (during
her speech), but I still just thought,
‘No . . . I don’t want to get my hopes
up about this.’”
As he prepared to lift the veil, John
Bruner said, “As we looked at how
best to prepare our students, what
to purchase and when to purchase
it, we decided to purchase the RED
Epic camera.” The audience cheered

and clapped as the veil fell, revealing
the camera.
The RED Epic camera has been
used to shoot hundreds of blockbuster films, including “The Hobbit,”
“The Amazing Spider-Man” and “The
Great Gatsby.”
“When I saw it, it was almost like
meeting a celebrity,” Cantrell said.
“We feel good about the competitive advantage it will give us in terms
of the certainty within the council of
Christian colleges and universities,”
Kathy Bruner said, “but even more
broadly with other institutions, just
aren’t many schools that can offer
their students this kind of advantage.”
John Bruner also told his excited
audience that they had not just one
but two RED Epic Cameras, along with
a set of six Zeiss lenses.
“It’s the tool of a very serious filmmaker,” John Bruner said. “We’re not
here to play. When our students graduate, I want them to really know how
to do this.”

Peter Jackson plays with the RED camera.

Photograph by HDVideoPro

Veronica Roth doesn’t diverge
from faith in “Divergent”
Movie deal for popular
book brings Christian
author into spotlight
Kristin Gaffney
Contributor

Veronica Roth is fast joining the ranks
of Suzanne Collins and Stephenie
Meyer. At age 22, Roth has developed
a successful young adult series that
has led to a movie deal for her novel
“Divergent.”
Roth is a Christian writer and is
very vocal about her faith on Facebook, Twitter and Tumblr. She is a
strong advocate of faith in God, and
encourages Christians to tackle tough
topics, especially ones that deal with
a broken world.
“I want people to come away from
my book with questions,” Roth says on
divergentfans.com. “Questions about
virtue and goodness. Not answers.”
This approach is evident in “Divergent.” The story explores the life
of 16-year-old Beatrice Prior, or Tris,
a girl living in a futuristic Chicago
where people are sorted into five
factions based on virtues of humanity: Abnegation (selflessness), Amity (peacefulness), Candor (honesty),
Dauntless (bravery) and Erudite (intelligence). Tris discovers that she is
a Divergent, someone who cannot be
categorized into only one group, and
has to hide that secret while facing
her fears and dealing with imminent
war between the factions.
Roth has struggled with anxiety
her entire life, and wrote “Divergent”
with the goal of exploring fear and its
effects. The idea for the book came
when she saw a billboard image of a

person jumping off a building.
“I wondered why someone would
do that,” she told Publisher’s Weekly. “At the time, I was also taking (the
class) Intro to Psych and we were
studying the treatment of phobias
by repeated exposure to fears.”
“Divergent” will hit theaters March
21, 2014, produced by Summit Entertainment and Lionsgate. The book
spends a good deal of time working

through a metaphor of human virtues that Roth designed, a parallel to
the Christian faith. There is no telling how much the movie will focus
on Christian aspects, but a short trailer was recently released and is available on YouTube. Shailene Woodley
has been cast as Tris, the main character. Theo James will play Four, and
Kate Winslet will appear as Jeanine
Matthews.
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The Taylor Media Communication department unveils the RED camera.

Southern Gospel
comes to Taylor
Four-part harmonies sure
to delight on campus
Julia Camara
Staff Writer

Photograph by Hypable

Tris (Shailene Woodley) and Four (Theo James) in Divergent.

Taylor Eaton, a sophomore Christian education major, has assembled
a southern gospel quartet, a music
ministry that he hopes will reach Taylor University and churches in Grant
County.
“I love southern gospel and quartet
music, so I decided to start a ministry through that kind of music,” Eaton
said. The ministry aspect is what Eaton is most excited about. “I want to
minister to people with a song pleasing to the ears and meaningful to
the heart.”
The quartet is composed of four
male singers, accompanied by various instruments. Eaton will sing bass,
sophomore Tyler Schnute will sing
first tenor, freshman EJ Morris will
supply baritone and freshman John
Houlihan will lead the quartet. Unlike a choir, a quartet does not have
a conductor. The group follows the
lead singer both in tone and expression. “If he goes up a half step, so do
we.” Eaton said.
Eaton’s idea originated last year
when music professor JoAnn Rediger
had the Taylor Sounds sing a quartet
piece in a performance. Eaton then
created his own quartet composed

of himself and other Taylor students
to sing at his church. This year, with
Rediger’s help, Eaton is forming an
official quartet that will perform in
chapel with the Gospel Choir and at
other Taylor events.

“A large inspiration for me
starting the group came
from Bill Gaither. He has
a group called the Gaither
Vocal Band and he hosts all
the famous Southern Gospel
artists, groups and singers.”
“A large inspiration for me starting
the group came from Bill Gaither. He
has a group called the Gaither Vocal Band and he hosts all the famous
Southern Gospel artists, groups and
singers,” Eaton said. The quartet will
sing mainly hymns southern gospel
songs. Eaton hopes to remind people of the origins of hymn music in
the church.
Although no specific dates are set
for their performances, the quartet is
performing two events with Taylor’s
Gospel Choir according to Eaton. For
one event, the quartet will sing solo
with the Gospel Choir in the background. Later, the quartet will sing
alongside the choir with a few interspersed solos. The group is still looking for instrumentalists: a guitarist,
a bass guitarist and a percussionist.
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I wouldn’t want anyone drowning in Taylor Lake. It
would put a bit of a kibosh on my view out my window
in Breuninger Hall.
Melt away the stress instead of melting from heat
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An existential thesis
Hanson Reed
Opinions Editor

This article is based on a line of
thought that has intrigued me for a
number of months, but I find it particularly relevant now in light of the Taylor theater’s production of “Freud’s
Last Session.” In case you didn’t get
a chance to see it, the play consists
of a theoretical meeting between Sigmund Freud and C. S. Lewis. Freud
and Lewis debate the existence of
God with points drawn from their
written work, but no resolution
is made.
Such a play naturally incites questions of worldview, and in my case,
the theoretical possibility that Freud
was right: not about sex and dreams
and such, but in his adamant disbelief
in the existence of the divine
I feel the need to preface my argument by addressing any concerns
you may have about my motivation
for writing it. The following is not a
reason to be a Christian. In fact, it is
not a reason to be anything. It is a
purely academic proposal based on
a set of assumptions that I do not necessarily embrace. My aim is to show
that one can present a strictly rational defence of theism, on the atheist’s home turf, so to speak. Toward
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this end, I was forced to assume as
close to a neutral view of the world
as I could devise. I do not believe in
evolution. Neither do I believe that
our lives are one drawn-out game of
heads or tails, and that we can expect
no more than to make our best guess.
I believe in a personal, knowable God
who interacts with us. I believe he has
left his mark in nature, and his word
in the Bible. I am thankful I believe
this because, frankly, I am not very
good at guessing.
There are an incredible number
of possible worldviews. Even within
faiths and movements, it is impractical to expect any more than a base
level of homogeny of thought. Remove my faith in divine revelation,
and the idea of choosing one, let
alone the right one, becomes overwhelming. Still, we can separate
two broad categories from the mass:
those that accept the existence of the
divine and those that do not.
What I want to know is this: If it is
given that neither side can be proven, and no definite answer can be derived, which camp is it best to side
with? If the existence of a God is a
coin toss, then why should I choose to
believe? Logically, one should choose
whichever viewpoint could be defended best in the event of both realities being true. Think of it as an
existential variant on Schrödinger’s
cat. God may be or he may not be, but
there is no way to know without looking (by dying).
Part of my position you are likely familiar with, having heard it or
thought of it yourself. The other part
is a bit more novel. We will start with
the familiar, but I must first make a
brief statement concerning science.
For the sake of this argument, I will
give the benefit of science to the atheist side. I am not saying that I truly
believe science backs a naturalistic
perspective, but since a scientific explanation of all things is the basis of
atheism, I feel it would be in bad faith
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to discount it out of hand.
It would make sense to start by
playing the consequences game. In
the majority of religions, belief has
rewards while disbelief has consequences. If the theist is wrong, then
upon death he is never made aware of
that. He simply ceases to be. For the
atheist, the situation is reversed. If
he is wrong, he must be subjected to
some form of punishment, or at least
a lack of reward. Assuming this line
of thought, theism wins. But is it as
cut and dry as we would like to think?
For an atheist, it doesn’t matter
what happens after you die. What
matters is what you do, what you say,
and what you believe while you are
alive. If there is no God, then the truth
of natural law is all there is. Knowing the truth as revealed by science
is high enough reward, and denying
it for fear of punishment is cowardly.
It is better to risk future retribution
than to risk wasting your life in fear
of an imagined bogeyman.
This is where the second part of my
argument comes in, and I will even
concede a point: There is no God. I
don’t have to believe this, but by assuming it is true, I have put myself
on the same plane as an atheist. Now,
why on earth should I be a theist?
There are myriad arguments that
could be made from the utilitarian

perspective, such as all of the socie- something deeply personal, ingrained
tal benefits that a belief in God fosters. within your DNA. If there is no God,
I will avoid this line of reasoning. For than we are nothing more than the
one thing, there are nearly as many products of biology. Without God,
examples of atrocities attributed to natural selection is the highest orfaith as there are benefits. For anoth- der of authority, and therefore to act
er, just because something is good for against it is the closest thing a human
society as a whole doesn’t mean it is can manage to denying his or her purpose. Even though atheism may be
best for you as an individual.
No, I am a theist thanks to biology. technically factual, it is wrong. WithYou would be hard pressed to find out God, there is no absolute truth,
anyone who does not admit an in- and therefore no reason to seek the
grained tendency, even a need, to “truth” of naturalism. Refusing your
believe in God. Why else would 87 natural instinct is not only detripercent of Amermental to youricans believe
self, but also to
Here I pose the crux of my
your species.
in a God, even
argument: Humans need
Now back to
though public
where we startschools teach
God. I am not here concerned
only naturalism?
ed. God could
with why, but the extreme
Here I pose the
be or not be, but
preference of theism worldwide
crux of my arguyou have no way
indicates we have evolved a
of knowing until
ment: Humans
you look. Is theneed God. I am
strong disposition to search
ism or atheism
not here conand see and believe the divine.
cerned with why,
the most logibut the extreme
cally defensible
stance? I believe
preference of
theism worldwide indicates we have I have demonstrated how, both in
evolved a strong disposition to search, terms of consequences and personsee and believe the divine. For what- al righteousness, theism is the best
ever reason, natural selection pre- choice. If God exists, I’m right. If he
fers theists. This is not the same as doesn’t, I’m still right.
the social benefit I above discounted as a reason for believing. This is
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Melt away stress instead of melting from heat
Katelyn S. Irons

Science & Tech Editor

Anyone notice how hot it has been
these last two weeks? It’s been hot.
Really hot. I don’t know about you but
I’ve been craving a sundae from Ivanhoes and a dip in Taylor Lake. Even
though the summer heat is waning,
I’m sure we’ll see plenty of stuffy days
again before autumn sets in.
During a week when the highs are
well into the 90s and a heat advisory is on, you begin to contrive plans
of how a friend could “accidentally”
push you into the lake or when the
best time is to jump in without anyone seeing. However, I believe there is
a better way; there is an opportunity
that we seem to be missing. This opportunity would not only build that
deliciously overused phrase—intentional community—but it would be
something that could help make
the student body healthier and

less stressed.
Taylor Lake is currently not open to
students to swim. And not because it
is particularly disgusting as a swimming center, seeing as the lake can be
rented to churches for baptisms and
open swims.
So why aren’t we splashing in our
own backyard puddle?
Perhaps it costs too much to hire a
lifeguard to make sure no one drowns
and sues the school. That is a pretty
good reason. I wouldn’t want anyone
drowning in Taylor Lake. It would put
a bit of a kibosh on my view out my
window in Breuninger Hall.
Jokes aside, Taylor is missing out on
a great potential bonding experience
for sticky, sweaty, survival-seeking
students. Swimming is a very healthy
activity, having been proven to lower
stress, release endorphins and benefit
the brain by replacing cells, according
to Discovery Health.
See what I mean? Swimming in

Taylor Lake would make for more pro- likely to swim on more than a few
ductive students, and a better quali- weekends a semester, so I don’t proty of student life. While we do have a pose to open a water park and offer
swimming pool, I would like to point a wave pool feature for our refreshout that it offers only two lanes. And ment. No, my proposal is much simwhile some might argue tight quar- pler and more cost effective. Even if
ters make for great swim sessions, my we just had the beach open once a seidea of community is not a traffic jam mester, or even once a week on searwhile doing the backstroke.
ing hot days, I think Taylor and its
An open lake on days when the heat community would benefit.
is on—whether from schoolwork or
And if the money just isn’t available,
literal high temperatures like this we could cover the cost by selling seweek—would melt away stress and mester swim passes, or by opening up
leave students better prepared for the concession stand, (which, coincitheir next assignment.
dentally, we already have), which has
B e f o re y o u
apparently been
go and think
reduced to golfThis opportunity would not only
that what I am
cart storage, at
build that deliciously overused
suggesting is
least during my
completely unphrase, intentional community, time here.
I promise I will
reasonable due
but also could become a
buy an ice cream
to cost, let me
self-sustainable business.
bar—or 10.
tell you my full
proposal. Students are not
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Upland, IN 46989-1001 Echo@Taylor.edu
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Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
Hanson_Reed@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

“She has clearly shouldered the load
offensively so far this season, becoming a
Taylor University highlight reel.”
Women’s soccer shuts out Brescia after
bus trouble

TheEchoNews.com
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Trojans take
the wheel
again

PREVIEW
Football (1-0)

Schedule

9/14 Saint Ambrose (A) 2:00 p.m.
9/21 Lane (H) 1:00 p.m.
9/28 William Penn (H) 1:00 p.m.
10/12 Concordia (H) 1:00 p.m.
10/19 Robert Morris (A) 1:00 p.m.

Adam Kelly
Sports Writer

Jeff Yoder

T

Sports Editor

he Taylor football team
took down the Anderson
Ravens 58-7 Saturday
night at New Stadium in
the 24th matchup of the
Wagon Wheel rivalry game.
The Trojans tied up the decadeslong series with the win on Saturday,
making their record 12-12 since the
inauguration of the Wagon Wheel
game in 1990.
“It’s more than a Wagon Wheel to
a lot of us,” said junior running back
Jake Fidler. “It symbolizes all the hard
work and preparation we put into
earning it.”
The Trojans took control early
when they recovered a fumble only
39 seconds into the game and put the
ball in the end zone with a six-play,
53-yard drive.
Taylor put points on the board on
their first seven drives with six

Men’s golf
tees off
in 2013
Steve Nafziger
Sports Writer

The Taylor men’s golf team finished
sixth out of 10 teams in the IWU Fall
Invitational on Monday and Tuesday
at the Meshingomesia Country Club in
Marion. The Trojans struggled the first
day, shooting a team combined 318, but
they bounced back on Tuesday with
an improved score of 310. Four of the
five Trojan golfers shot a better round
on day two.
“We were better today but we still
weren’t very good,” said head coach
Cameron Andry. “We need to get better
but we understand this is a process
and we’ll continue to work hard.”
Senior Brandon Tereshko and junior
Nate Scheibe led the Trojans with a
two-day total of 153 each. Tereshko
came into the clubhouse with a 78, 75,
hitting 16 greens in regulation on the
final day, while Scheibe recorded a 77,
76. Both Tereshko and Scheibe tied for
ninth in the overall field.
“There were definitely glimpses of
some good play, but all in all I feel
like we have a lot to improve on going
forward,” Tereshko said. “Nobody was
satisfied with the way they played,
which means we will work harder in
the coming weeks to get better.”
Freshman Nathan Edwards tied
for 16th in the individual scoring as
he shot a 77, 78 for a two day total of
155. Other Trojans competing in the
individual scoring were freshmen
Jordan Hall (79, 85) and Maclendon
Aiken (86, 94).
Indiana Wesleyan claimed the top
spot in their invitational with an
overall score of 602 (302, 300) followed
by Grand Rapids Community College
who took second with a 606. Bethel
claimed third, carding a 614.
Mount Vernon Nazarene and Spring
Arbor both defeated Taylor to take the
fifth and sixth spots. Grace College’s
Trey Stoll carded the lowest score of
the two days with a 1-over par 145 (74,
71).
“I think everyone, especially the
freshmen, gained some valuable
experience that we will build on
going forward,” Tereshko said. “We
have another tournament coming
up this weekend so hopefully we
can perform a little better and gain
some cownfidence going forward.”

The Trojans will be back on the
course this Friday when the team
travels to South Bend, Ind., to play
Blackthorn Country Club for the
Battle at Blackthorn hosted by
Bethel College.

Volleyball (6-6, 3-1)
Schedule
Senior quarterback Jonathon Keith scrambles against Anderson in last week’s season opener.

touchdowns and one field goal. They
held Anderson to only seven points
and 134 yards of total offense while
accumulating 58 points and 433 yards
of total offense.
TU moved the chains frequently
for 26 first downs and allowed
Anderson only 10. The Trojans then
forced the Ravens to punt their next
three possessions, the first of which
was blocked.
With a 21-0 lead after the first
quarter, sophomore defensive
lineman Jake Venable tracked down
the Raven quarterback for a safety
to open the second quarter. Taylor’s
junior safety Taylor Borst then took
the ensuing punt back 68 yards for a

Photography by: Timothy P Riethmiller

touchdown, giving TU nine points in
about 15 seconds of play.
The Trojans continued to dominate
the Ravens, tallying 45 unanswered
points by the half. The TU offense
gave some quality minutes to secondand third-string players as they took
their foot off the gas.

the ground and another receiving,
compiling 137 total yards. The Trojans
forced five turnovers and won the
possession battle with 37:57 to Anderson’s 22:03. The Trojans converted on
nine of their 14 third down attempts
on the night.
“The game was good but that’s
behind us,” said head coach Ron
Korfmacher. “Our focus has shifted
right away into our new opponent
and new round of preparation.”
The Trojans head to Iowa to face St.
Starting quarterback junior Ambrose in the first of five matchups
Jonathon Keith led the offense with against nationally-ranked teams this
7-for-10 passing and two touchdowns. season on Saturday at 2 p.m.
Fidler punched in one touchdown on

“It’s more than
a Wagon Wheel
to a lot of us”

Women’s soccer shuts out
Brescia after bus trouble

9/14 Madonna (H) 4:00 p.m.
9/18 Michigan-Dearborn (H) 8:00 p.m.
9/20 Marian (A) 7:30 p.m.
9/25 Bethel (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/28 Mt. Vernon Nazarene (H) 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
(6-1)
Schedule

9/14 Calumet (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/21 Huntington (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/24 Grace (A) 4:00 p.m.
9/28 Saint Francis (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/2 Marian (H) 7:00 p.m.

9/13 ITA Regionals
9/14 ITA Regionals
9/18 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 4:00 p.m.
9/19 Grace (A) 4:00 p.m.
9/21 Indiana Tech (H) 9:00 a.m.
Photography by: Timothy P Riethmiller

Senior forward Molly Drooger
leads NAIA in goals scored.

“(Molly) has added the ability to
carry the team when the other players
are struggling to score,” said head
coach Scott Stan. “She has clearly
shouldered the load offensively so far
this season, becoming a Taylor University highlight reel.”
Drooger became Taylor women’s
soccer’s all-time leading goal scorer
last season.
The Trojans are now 6-1 on the
season and will face off with Calumet
of St. Joseph at home tomorrow at 7
p.m.

Volleyball sweeps Huntington
The Taylor University volleyball team
swept Crossroads League opponent
Huntington University Wednesday
night, picking up their sixth victory
in their last eight matches.
“The key to tonight’s success was
execution,” said head coach Holly
Motheral. “We saw the ball, stayed
outside of the block and covered with
a purpose. Everything we had talked
about while practicing before this
game we did well tonight.”
The Trojans generated a .343
hitting percentage, led by sophomore
Micheala Sir, who accumulated a
.571 attack percentage with 10 kills
in 14 attempts. The domination
continued as junior Jackie Close led

Schedule

Schedule

women’s squad put Brescia in their
rearview mirror as they went on to
score eight goals in the second from a
Jeff Yoder
flurry of different players. Sophomore
Emily Brydon and juniors Dani
Sports Editor
Goecke and Amanda Roden put in
The Taylor women’s soccer team trav- two goals apiece in the second stanza
eled to Owensboro, Ky., Wednesday while freshmen Shannon Jacobsen
evening to record their fourth shut- and Lauren Pfeifer scored one apiece.
out of the season in a dominating
Taylor recorded 24 shots on goal
victory over Brescia University, 9-0, (37 shots total) to one total shot for
despite pregame difficulties.
the Bearcats. Goalkeeper Kristiana
The team was stalled on their Griffith carded yet another shutout
way to the game because of a bus as the Trojans have outscored
breakdown that cost them a few opponents 23-6 in all seven games
hours. After having only ten minutes this season.
Drooger, who has been punishing
to warm up, the Trojans jumped out
to a 1-0 lead at the half when senior opposing defenses and finishing
forward Molly Drooger, the NAIA’s shots at a high rate, has taken over
leading goal scorer, netted her 13th the top of the NAIA in goals scored
goal of the season.
through the first three weeks of the
It didn’t take long before the TU season.

Sports Writer

Men’s Soccer (0-4-2)

Men’s Tennis
(1-4, 1-4)

Senior Molly Drooger leads
NAIA in goals scored

Caitlin Vukorpa

9/13 Saint Francis (A) 7:00 p.m.
9/14 Spring Arbor (A) 2:00 p.m.
9/18 Bethel (H) 6:00 p.m.		
9/20 Goshen (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/21 Mt. Vernon Nazarene (A) 3:00 p.m.

the squad in kills with 11, while senior
Ashlyn DeHoogh added 10 and senior
Montanna Ashline seven.
“We played as a team tonight,”
DeHoogh said. “We wanted to work
hard and show that what we have
been doing in practice has been
focused. We wanted to come out
tonight and play our game, not
worrying about the other side of the
court.”
On defense, the Trojans shut the
Foresters down with 20 registered
blocks. Sophomore Casey Allen led
Taylor with five rejections, followed
closely by Ashline and Sir, who added
four and three, respectively. Junior
Kelsey Carr was also in on the action
with 13 digs. The defense even forced
the Foresters into a -.054 hitting
percentage with 19 kills and 24 errors.

Women’s Tennis
(5-1, 4-1)
Schedule

9/7 Saint Francis (H) 2:00 P.M.
9/10 Grace (H) 4:00 P.M.
9/12 ITA Regionals
9/13 ITA Regionals
9/14 ITA Regionals

Cross Country
Schedule

9/20 Indiana Intercollegiates
10/5 Louisville Classic

Golf
Schedule

9/13 Battle at Blackthorn
10/7 Taylor U. Fall Invitational

“The strongest part of our game
right now is our defense,” Motheral
said. “And tonight we showed that.”
Coming off Wednesday’s sweep, the
Trojans improved their record to 6-6
overall and 3-1 in Crossroads League
play with a dominating score of 25-9
in the opening game and 25-15 and 2516 in the second and third.
“We’re having fun together and
just enjoying the sport we all love,”
DeHoogh said. “It’s awesome to come
out and compete, knowing that the
Lord has given us the ability to.”
The Trojans continue league play
this weekend with away matches
today and tomorrow against Saint
Francis and Spring Arbor. Taylor will
then be back in action at home, facing
off against one of the League’s leaders,
Bethel College.
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Athlete of the Week

Taylor Borst
Year

Senior

Hometown

Mancelona, MI

Position

Safety

Nickname

Thirty

Favorite NFL team

Detroit Lions

Funniest teammate(s)

Bryce Marsee / Sam Carnes

Key stat

3 tackles, 1 sack, 58-yard punt return in
season opener
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